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Eightfold rising clouds
Build an eightfold fence

An eightfold Izumo fence
Wherein to keep my bride -
Oh! splendid eightfold fence.

-Susano-o, a kami from Japan’s creation
mythology.

Pairing: Juji Asahi Junmai Kimoto
Regarded as the first poem recited in Japanese
literature, and engraved on a large stone at
Suga Shrine in Izumo (Eastern Shimane). After
defeating the eight headed dragon Yama-
ta-no-Orochi, Susano-0 wrote this poem to
commemorate Izumo as the safe home for him-
self and his wife, Kushinanda, whom he had
rescued from the dragon. Juji Asahi, brewed by
Eriko Terada, is one of the most mythologically
entrenched breweries in Izumo, brewing the
omiki--ritual sake-- for Izumo Taisha, the huge-
ly significant Shinto shrine built here over
1000 years ago to honor Okuninushi-no-Okami,
Susanoo’s brother in law and ruler of Izumo.
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While the raindrops of

The passing shower have not yet
dried from

Near the leaves of the evergreens,
The mist is already rising,

On this evening in autumn.

-Fujiwara no Sadanaga, Ogura Hyakunin Isshu
No. 87

Pairing: Kikuhime Junmai Yamahai

Hiyaoroshi

While many poems in the Hyakunin Isshu
anthology lean on dramatic themes of love or
longing, and are bolstered by backstory, no.
87’s romance is in it’s descriptive simplicity. |
lament today’s cloudless sky, and had hoped
for a classic PNW fall day to enjoy this one,
but alas. Kikuhime’s deep, earthy complexity
seems a natural companion.
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Thank you for coming
tonight
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Wednesday Flight #6
One Sake, One Poem



